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The First Americans Unit Plan
	Unit Author

	First and Last Name: 
	Ginny Lister

	School District:
	Barry Community Unit District #1

	School Name:
	Barry School

	School City, State:
	Barry, IL 62312


	Unit Overview

	Unit Plan Title:
	The First Americans

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question 
	How did civilization develop in North America?

	
	Unit Questions
	What were the origins of the first Americans?
Why did they migrate to North America?

How did the development of agriculture and specialization impact the advance of culture?

What are primary and secondary sources?

How does the work of archaeologists help us learn about our past?

	
	Content Questions
	Who were the first Americans?
How did they live?

What is Beringia?

What two discoveries allowed the first Americans to survive the cold world of the Ice Age?

How did farming change the way of life of the first Americans?

Why were hunters and gatherers unable to settle in one place?

Where did farming (in North America) begin?

What does B.C. mean?

What does A.D. mean?

	Unit Summary:

	This unit discusses the early history of man in the Americas. Students will learn about the early migration to North America by way of Beringia, the effect of the Ice Age on migration and settlement, the impact of the development of farming on settlement, and the connection of specialization to the development of civilization. They will also learn about three early American civilizations: Aztec, Maya, and Inca. The emphasis of the unit will be on researching these areas to discover the answers to the essential questions.


	Subject Area(s):  Click box(es) of the subject(s) that your Unit targets

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Business Education 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Engineering 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Home Economics 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Language Arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Music 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 School to Career 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Social Studies
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Drama 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Foreign Language 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Industrial Technology 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Math 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Physical Education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Science

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technology
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      

	Grade Level:  Click box(es) of the grade level(s) that your Unit targets

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 K-2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 6-8

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ESL

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gifted and Talented
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3-5

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 9-12

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       


	Targeted State Frameworks/Content Standards/Benchmarks:

	15.D.2b  Describe the relationships among specialization, division of labor, productivity of workers and interdependence among producers and consumers.
16.C.2a  (W)  Describe the economic conse​quences of the first agricultural revolution, 4000 BCE-1000 BCE.
16.C.3b  (W)  Describe the economic systems and trade patterns of North America, South America and Mesoamerica before the encounter with the Europeans. 
16.D.3  (W)  Identify the origins and analyze consequences of events that have shaped world social history including famines, migrations, plagues, slave trading.
16.E.2a  (US)  Identify environmental factors that drew settlers to the state and region.
16.E.2a  (W)  Describe how people in hunting and gathering and early pastoral societies adapted to their respective environments.
17.A.3a   Explain how people use geographic markers and boundaries to analyze and navigate the Earth (e.g., hemispheres, meridians, continents, bodies of water). 
17.A.2b  Use maps and other geographic representations and instruments to gather information about people, places and environments.
17.B.2a   Describe how physical and human processes shape spatial patterns including erosion, agriculture and settlement.

17.C.2a Describe how natural  events in the physical environment  affect human activities.

17.C.2b  Describe the relationships among location of resources, population distribution and economic activities (e.g., transportation, trade, communications).

17.C.3c   Analyze how human processes influ​ence settlement patterns including migration and population growth.

18.C.2    Describe how changes in pro​duction (e.g., hunting and gathering, agri​cultural, industrial) and population caused changes in social systems.  

NETS for Students Technology Standards
1. Use keyboards and other common input and output devices (including adaptive devices when necessary) efficiently and effectively. (1)
2. Use general purpose productivity tools and peripherals to support personal productivity, remediate skill deficits, and facilitate learning throughout the curriculum. (3)
3. Use technology tools (e.g., multimedia authoring, presentation, Web tools, digital cameras, scanners) for individual and collaborative writing, communication, and publishing activities to create knowledge products for audiences inside and outside the classroom. (3, 4)
4. Use telecommunications efficiently to access remote information, communicate with others in support of direct and independent learning, and pursue personal interests. (4)
5. Use technology resources (e.g., calculators, data collection probes, videos, educational software) for problem solving, self-directed learning, and extended learning activities. (5, 6)
6. Determine which technology is useful and select the appropriate tool(s) and technology resources to address a variety of tasks and problems. (5, 6)
7. Evaluate the accuracy, relevance, appropriateness, comprehensiveness, and bias of electronic information sources. (6)

	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes:

	1. Identify the origins of the first Americans and the reasons for their migration to North America.
2. Recognize that agriculture and specialization are key factors in the advance of a culture.

3. Distinguish between primary sources and secondary sources.

4. Trace the probable route of migration of the first Americans on a map.



	Procedures:

	Students will gather background information for the unit by reading and discussing the textbook material. Then the class will be divided into “expert groups”, and each group will be responsible for researching one of the following areas: Ice Age/ Beringia, Maya, Aztec, and Inca. Each group will share their results with the rest of the class through an oral presentation, PowerPoint presentation, or other appropriate method.

	Approximate Time Needed: 

	4 weeks

	Prerequisite Skills:

	Students need basic internet skills and the ability to read and comprehend text written at a 5th grade level.

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit


	Technology – Hardware:  (Click boxes of all equipment needed)


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      

	

	Technology – Software:  (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       


	Printed Materials:
	United States and Its Neighbors, McGraw-Hill Publishing, 1995


	Supplies:
	Supplemental references

	Internet Resources:
	Ask An Expert about the Ice Age http://culter.colorado.edu/~saelias/AMQUA/AMQUA_Expert.htm
Dino Russ’s Lair http://www.dinoruss.org/dinos_home.html
Ice Age- Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ice_age
Ice Age Mammals http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/mammals/Iceagemammals.shtmlmmals  

Ice Age  http://www.museum.state.il.us/exhibits/ice_ages/
Midwestern US 16,000 Years Ago http://www.museum.state.il.us/exhibits/larson/larson_top.html
NMNH Virtual Tour Ice Age http://www.mnh.si.edu/museum/VirtualTour/Tour/First/IceAge/
NOVA Online/Cracking the Ice Age http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/ice/chill.html
UC Museum of Paleontology http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/
What is Beringia? http://www.nps.gov/akso/beringia/whatisberingia2.htm
Yukon Beringia Centre  http://www.beringia.com/what.html
Bering Land Bridge  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bering_Land_Bridge
Agricultural History http://schoolscience.rice.edu/duker/garden/gardenhis.html
Maya Adventure http://www.smm.org/sln/ma/
Maya Ruins http://mayaruins.com/
The Mayas http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~dee/CIVAMRCA/MAYAS.HTM
Maya Astronomy Page http://www.michielb.nl/maya/
Mystery of the Maya http://www.civilization.ca/civil/maya/mminteng.html
Maya Civilization  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maya_civilizationn 
Maya http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/prehistory/latinamerica/meso/cultures/maya.html
Maya http://www.crystalinks.com/mayan.html
Aztec http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/cultural/mesoamerica/aztec.html
Aztec http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aztec
Ancient Aztec http://www.kidskonnect.com/AncientAztec/AncientAztecHome.html
Aztec http://www.crystalinks.com/aztecs.html
Inca http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/prehistory/latinamerica/south/cultures/inca.html
Inca http://www.crystalinks.com/inca.html
Hotlist on Maya, Inca, and Aztec http://www.kn.sbc.com/wired/fil/pages/listmayainmr.html


	Others:
	Ask An Expert about the Ice Age http://culter.colorado.edu/~saelias/AMQUA/AMQUA_Expert.htm


	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Resource Student:
	Vocabulary lists, study guides, extended work time, modified assignments.

	
	Non-Native English Speaker:
	All students are English speaking.

	
	Gifted Student:
	Individual research comparing and contrasting the development and/or fall of various culture groups. (Maya, Aztec, Inca etc.)

	Student Assessment:
	

	Assessment will consist of a presentation rubric and teacher/student group discussion relating to the “expert” group’s presentation, and the chapter 3 test.
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