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	Subject Area 
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	Unit Overview 

	Unit Title 

	Land Rights

	Unit Summary 

	Students will examine both sides of an issue and evaluate the reasons supporting each side. They will begin by reading the Point/Counterpoint lesson about Native American vs European viewpoints on the topic of land rights. Students will then conduct research to find information about current issues of Native Americans requesting the return of ancestral lands. They will also research the related issue of Eminent Domain. They will then develop an argument supporting either the point (Native Americans have the right to the land) or the counterpoint (European colonists/descendants have the right to the land) side of the issue. Using the Showing Evidence Tool from Intel, each student group will prepare a classroom presentation to support their viewpoint, and to present possible solutions to the issue of land rights.



	Building the Foundation

	Habits of Learning Taxonomy 

	Knowledge
Comprehension

Application

Acquisition & Integration of Knowledge

Listen to Others with Understanding & Empathy

Applying Past Knowledge to New Situations

Thinking Flexibly

	Standards

	Illinois Learning Standards:
STATE GOAL 5:  Use the language arts to acquire, assess and communicate information.

STATE GOAL 16:  Understand events, trends, individuals and movements shaping the history of Illinois, the United States and other nations.



	Learning Objectives 

	· Recognize that a great variety of Indian cultures existed in North America at the time that the first Europeans reached this continent
· Recognize cause and effect relationships

· Analyze two contrasting points of view and make a decision based on these arguments

	Curriculum-Framing Questions
	Essential Question 

	
	How does conflict between progress and tradition affect our lives?

	
	Unit Questions 

	
	How did the European settlers affect the lives of the native Americans?
What changes occurred over time concerning land rights?

	
	Content Questions

	
	What are land rights?
What are treaties?

What is eminent domain?


	Student Assessment Plan

	Assessment Summary

	We will begin the unit with a discussion of land rights to assess prior knowledge. We will review the topic of Eminent Domain, and write journal entries on the discussion and ideas presented. During the unit we will complete the thinking tools projects and each team will present their results. The teacher will use a presentation checklist to evaluate the presentations. Conferencing will be held throughout the unit to assess progress and check for problems. At the completion of the unit, students will present their final results and participate in a classroom debate on the issue. Final evaluations will be done using the presentation checklist.

	Assessment Timeline

	Before Project Work Begins

While Students Work on Projects
After Project Work Ends
· Journal
· Discussion of Prior Knowledge of Land Rights
· Review Eminent Domain
· Seeing Reason
· Visual Ranking
· Showing Evidence
· Presentation checklist

· Conferencing
· Presentation
· Presentation checklist
· Classroom debate


	Visual Ranking Elements (Complete this section if this tool will be used in the unit)

	Visual Ranking Project Name (For the Visual Ranking workspace)

	Land Rights Issues

	Project Description (For the Visual Ranking workspace)

	Students will examine relationships between land use and land ownership.

Does using the land for public purposes outweigh private ownership?

	Prompt (For the Visual Ranking workspace)

	Does land use determine right of ownership?

	Sorting List (For the Visual Ranking workspace)

	Transportation, Manufacturing, Churches, Recreation, 
Farming,  Private Space, Hospitals, Schools, Homes, Business

	Practice Ranking (For your future quick reference)

	Teacher ID: glister
Practice Team ID 1: sample
Practice Team ID 2: Wildcat 01
	Password: raineyday
Password: sample
Password: Wildcat 01


	Seeing Reason Elements (Complete this section if this tool will be used in the unit)

	Seeing Reason Project Name (For the Seeing Reason workspace)

	Land Rights Issues

	Project Description (For the Seeing Reason workspace)

	Students will examine relationships between land use and land ownership.
Does using the land for public purposes outweigh private ownership?

	Research Question (For the Seeing Reason workspace)

	Does land use determine right of ownership?

	Practice Map (For your future quick reference)

	Practice Team ID: sample
	Password: sample
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	Showing Evidence Elements (Complete this section if this tool will be used in the unit)

	Showing Evidence Project Name (For the Showing Evidence workspace)

	Point/Counterpoint: Native Americans vs European Settlers

	Project Description (For the Showing Evidence workspace)

	The arrival of Europeans on the North American continent had a major impact on the native people who were already there. The native Americans  did not believe in land ownership, yet they were on the land long before the Europeans arrived. The Europeans believed the land was there for the taking, and that they had a right to claim the land. Who had the stronger claim for the land?

	Prompt (For the Showing Evidence workspace)

	Who has the right to the land?

	Practice Case (For your future quick reference)

	Practice Team ID: sample2
Reviewing Team ID: 
	Password: sample2
Password: 

	Claims

	Europeans use the land in a productive manner.
Europeans improve the land by cultivating it.
Europeans build permanent homes.
Native Americans do not use the land in a productive manner.
There is plenty of land for both sides to use.
Native Americans do not plow the land and grow crops.
The earth belongs to everyone.
People should turn empty wilderness into productive farmland.
The Native Americans used the land to live.
Native Americans did not come from a foreign country.
The Native Americans were here first. 


	Evidence 

	Sources:

Social Studies Textbook


	Unit Details

	Approximate Time Needed 

	3 weeks

	Prerequisite Skills

	Students will need to have basic computer skills and must be able to work in groups. They will need to have conceptual knowledge of the early colonization and settlement of North America.

	Procedures 

	Week One:
· Introduce the Unit-Give an overview of the unit and unit expectations

· Discuss the key issues

· Assess prior knowledge

· Initial journal entry

· Begin background study

· Complete Visual Ranking project (rank land use)

Week Two:

· Do research on issues
· Do Seeing Reason activity

· Present Seeing Reason results to class

Week Three:

· Do Showing Evidence activity

· Prepare for debate

· Participate in classroom debate


	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	Resource Student:
	Resources students will be given extended timelines and will work in cooperative groups.

	English Language Learner:
	There currently are no ELL students in this class.

Provisions for ELL students would include translations of the text and other materials and individualized help.

	Gifted Student:
	Gifted students will be given the opportunity to  expand their research in an appropriate area of their choosing, and will have options for advanced projects such as organizing and conducting a debate or developing a theme related website.

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit

	Printed Materials:
	Social Studies textbook   The World Around Us,  MacMillan/McGraw-Hill

	Supplies:
	None needed

	Technology – Hardware
	Printer

Smart Board

Scanner

Computers

DVD player



	Technology - Software
	Microsoft Word
Internet

	Internet Resources:
	Indigenous Peoples and Land Rights
http://www.iwgia.org/sw231.asp
Onondaga Land Rights & Our Common Future

http://www.peacecouncil.net/NOON/commonfuture/


	Other Resources:
	Guest speaker from the Land Rights Association
Local government official
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