Newsy.com Lesson Plan – Virginia Lister

Teacher Information: This lesson deals with the the current issure of swine flu, and the question of whether of not this flu outbreak should be considered an pandemic. The teacher needs to be familiar with the flu outbreaks of 1918 and 1940, and informed on the current situation. Information on these outbreaks is available at the following sites: 
http://flu.emedtv.com/1918-flu/1918-flu.html
http://www.uchc.edu/ocomm/newsarchive/news09/may09/flu_outbreak.html
http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2009/05/07/1918flu/
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/EID/vol12no01/05-0979.htm
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/influenza/
http://www.findingdulcinea.com/news/health/2009/april/Could-Swine-Flu-Be-the-Next-Spanish-Influenza-.html
http://cns.miis.edu/flu_watch/history.htm
http://www.globalsecurity.org/security/ops/hsc-scen-3_pandemic-1968.htm
http://www.newsy.com/videos/pandemic_or_pandemonium
http://www.history.com/classroom/admin/study_guide/archives/thc_guide.0550.html
Grade Level:  7-12

This Week in Newsy…Lesson Plan 

	Phase
	Task(s)
	Time

	Preparation

	As an introduction to the impact of a flu epidemic, show the video “Doomsday Flu”or the PBS video “Influenza 1918” about the 1918 flu outbreak.
	45 min

	
	Use the History Channel or PBS teacher guides to discuss the video (guides are included in the links above)
	15 min

	
	Students will define the term “pandemic” and discuss the use of the term in today’s story.
	5 min

	Watch
	Students will watch the Newsy.com story: “Pandemic or Pandemonium?”

http://www.newsy.com/videos/pandemic_or_pandemonium

	2:33 min

	Discuss
	Discuss the Newsy.com story and the questions from the story.
	15 min

	Research
	Have students work in pairs to research the 1918, 1968, and current outbreak. They should look for similarities and differences between the three outbreaks. Each group will prepare a short presentation to share with the class.
	2 class periods

	Presentation
	Have students present their research results and discuss their findings with the rest of the class. Discuss whether the majority of the class would agree or disagree that the current situation is a pandemic.
	1 class period


Extended Learning Activities

	Enrichment

(Optional)
	Stiudents can do further research on other epidemics, looking for similarities and differences.
Students can research the World Health Organization and report on their results.
Students could develop a health alert type newsletter with information about the flu outbreaks and guidelines for personal prevention, using information they learned through their research.

Students could contact the World Health Organization for more information.
	Varies

	Parent Involvement
	Students can interview their grandparents or older relatives to see if they remember the 1968 flu epidemic.
	Varies


