PBS TeacherLine Lesson Plan 

TECH 325: Lister

Jamestown 1607
Social Studies       5th Grade
Goals: 
During this lesson, I want the students to use technology to help them find answers to posed questions. I also want them to compare information from different sources, and to use that information to help them better understand the history of the time period being studied.
Objectives: 
· Students should be able to access selected websites.
· Students should be able to find and use information on the internet.

· Students should be able to answer questions about the early Jamestown settlement.

· Students should be able to compare information from various sources.

Illinois State Standards Addressed: 
Apply the skills of historical analysis and interpretation.

            16.A.2b  Compare different stories about a historical figure or event and analyze differences in the portrayals and perspectives they present.

16.A.2c Ask questions and seek answers by collecting and analyzing data from historic documents, images and other literary and non-literary sources.

D. Understand Illinois, United States and world social history.

16.D.2a (US) Describe the various individual motives for settling in colonial America.
NETS Standards Addressed:
· Students are proficient in the use of technology.

· Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity.

· Students use technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources.
Teaching Strategy:
This is a student centered lesson. The teacher acts as a facilitator by preselecting the websites and setting up the questions for the student to research. Once the teacher introduces the task, the student will proceed to research the topic, find answers to the questions, and participate in a class discussion of the research results. 
The lesson is designed to help students practice finding information on the internet, and then using that information to analyze and discuss a selected time period. Students are in charge of their own learning. They find and use information to increase their knowledge of our nation’s history.
Prior Knowledge: 
Students will need to have basic computer skills as listed below:

· Be able to log on to the network

· Be able to access Internet Explorer

· Be able to save information to their student drive

Materials: 
· Student textbook

· Student copy of questions and written directions


· Smart Board file containing directions (for overview of activity)

· Primary source documents on the “starving time”

· List of preferred sites
Lesson Overview:
This lesson is part of a unit on the study of Jamestown. 

Students will conduct research to learn about the early settlement and the conditions related to its survival as a colony.
Research Questions:

1. How do the artifacts found at Jamestown help us understand the daily lives of the colonists?
     This question is intended to help students establish an understanding of the benefits of studying artifacts. The key point for this part of the lesson is for the students to find the information about the artifacts, and think about what those artifacts tell us about life in colonial Jamestown.
http://www.virtualjamestown.org/images/artifacts/jamestown.html
2. What were the listed occupations of the original Jamestown settlers?
     While we discuss the fact that many of the Jamestown settlers were “gentlemen” who were not well-suited for the hard labor needed to establish a settlement, our text does not explain that there were several different occupations represented among the original settlers. This question and answer will supplement the limited description of the early settlers that we have in the textbook. The key point for this part of the lesson is not the actual list of occupations, but the activity of finding the list.
List of Occupations:

http://www.apva.org/history/orig.html
3. Why did the survivors of "the starving time" change their minds about abandoning Jamestown?
     The “starving time” was almost the end of the Jamestown settlement. The providential arrival of the supply ships was a history changing event. Students can discuss what might have been the outcome if the ships had not arrived, and how our history might have been different as a result. This is also an opportunity to discuss human needs and values, and how those needs are met in times of desperation. Once again, the key issue for this part of the lesson is for students to find the appropriate information and to be able to discuss what they found.
http://www.historyisfun.org/History-Jamestown.htm
My URL List

Jamestown Research (a page I added to our class homepage listing the sites I want the students to use for this lesson)

http://pages.mhlearningnetwork.com/glister/jamestownresearch/
The following websites are included on the previously listed class page.
Jamestown Rediscovery

http://www.apva.org/history/index.html
Copyright 2003 Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities

The History Channel

http://www.history.com/classroom/jamestownstory/
http://jamestown.invioni.com/real_index.html
History is Fun

http://www.historyisfun.org/History-Jamestown.htm
Administered by the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation, an agency of the Commonwealth of Virginia that is accredited by the American Association of Museums. 

Lesson Procedures: 
• Introduction—I  will show the lesson overview on the Smart Board. Directions will be explained and clarified as needed. I will make sure the students know what I expect them to accomplish before starting the activity. 
• Main activity—
1. Students will use the selected sites to research information on the topic of Jamestown 1607. They will look for answers to the questions that are provided. If I have time to do a lesson on searching the internet prior to implementing this lesson, students could be allowed to conduct individual searches on the topic.
2. After researching the questions, we will come back together as a class and discuss the students’ results. As the teacher, I will moderate the discussion and guide students to including pertinent facts.

3. Students will then imagine what it would have been like to be a colonist in Jamestown, and compose a journal entry written from the viewpoint of a colonist in 1607.

· Conclusion---The students will share their journal entries and discuss what they know about being a colonist in 1607.

· Extension—The lesson can be extended by giving students additional time to read the online journal and diary entries and to conduct further searches (after the appropriate lesson on searching) on the topic.
Assessment: 
Question #2 will be assessed using a checklist containing the expected answers. (See the list of occupations linked to the question.)
Questions #1 and #3 will be assessed by a short answer essay and by participation in  the concluding discussion of the research results. Essays will be expected to show an understanding of the topic and include key points from the discussion.
Journal entries will be assessed for appropriate material and information relevant to the time period. The Journal rubric is included on the next page.
Journal Rubric
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	Rubric Made Using: 
RubiStar ( http://rubistar.4teachers.org ) 
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	Historical Journal Entry


Created by: Mrs. Oreskovich       Adapted by: Mrs. Lister

Teacher: Mrs. Lister




Student Name:     ________________________________________ 


	


	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Content 
	Journal responses are full and complete. Entries are insightful and perceptive, show an understanding of the time period. Entries include feelings, thoughts, and interpretations of the events being studied. 
	Journal responses are complete. Most of the entries are insightful and perceptive. Most entries include feelings, thoughts, and interpretations based on the events being studied. 
	Journal responses meed the basic expectations but some responses are missing necessary details or include unnecessary information. 
	Journal entries are incomplete, unclear, or show little insight. Entries are simply summaries or retellings of the events. Entries do not include the character's feelings, thoughts, or interpretations. 

	Grammar/Mechanics 
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or mechanics 
	Writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar and/or mechanics 
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar and/or mechanics 
	Writer makes more than 4 errors in grammar and/or mechanics 

	Spelling 
	Writer makes no spelling errors 
	Writer makes 1-2 errors in spelling 
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in spelling 
	Writer makes more than 4 errors in spelling 

	Requirements 
	Content is historically accurate and reflects the time period of the assigned topic 
	Most of the content is historically accurate and reflects the time period of the assigned topic 
	Some of the content is historically accurate and reflects the time period of the assigned topic 
	Content is not historically accurate and does not reflect the time period of the assigned topic 
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